
 The seed for the Life Tools Founda-
tion’s new Shoulders-to-Stand-On (SSO) 
Program was planted by a grant from 
the Women’s Fund for the Fox Valley  
Region, specifically their Girls’ Grant-
making Project. Each year the Women’s 
Fund gathers a group of teenage girls 
from the Fox Valley to examine the needs 
of girls in the greater Fox Valley region, 
determines a funding objective, and then 
awards $10,000 in grants to qualified  
organizations to achieve those goals. 
This year, the Girls’ Grantmaking Project 
selected ‘Access and opportunities for 

post-secondary education’ as their priori-
ty area. Using this framework, the team at 
the Life Tools Foundation created the SSO  
program. The goal of the SSO program 
is to provide 50+ high school girls in the 
Neenah/Menasha area, who come from 
economically disadvantaged families, 
with the academic and life skills they 
will need to successfully pursue their 
post-secondary educational dreams. 
Early in October, the Life Tools Founda-
tion, in partnership with Neenah High 

School, began providing one-on-one aca-
demic tutoring, ACT test prep assistance, 
and life skills mentoring (organization, 
perseverance, daily accountability, con-
fidence, etc.) to a group of high school 
girls selected for the program. 
 Life Tools Foundation tutors have 
been working on-campus with Neenah 
High School girls on a variety of STEM 
subjects including Chemistry, Algebra 
II, Pre-Calculus, and ACT test prep; the 
tutoring has also included the develop-
ment of critical life skills that will allow 
these girls to successfully pursue their 
post-secondary educational dreams. 
Kristin Mahoney, a seasoned Guidance 
Counselor at Neenah High School, has 
been instrumental in identifying girls 
who qualify for the program, as well as 
handling the logistics of student sched-
ules and tutoring blocks. Mahoney is very 
pleased with the results of the program 
to-date and shared a quote from a junior 
at Neenah HS who is benefiting from the 
tutoring, “Knowing that I can meet with 
someone each week to get help with my 
classes has been super helpful. It is also 
very encouraging to know I am prepar-
ing for the ACT in a way that I would not 
have been able to without the program.” 
The Life Tools Foundation is hoping 
to expand the program in January to  
include Menasha High School.
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HERO DONORS

 Giovanna has been in-
volved in the Kaukauna com-
munity for over 40 years. After 
graduating from Marquette 
University, she spent two years 
as the Adult Library Assistant 
at the Kaukauna Public Library 
and the next 35 years as the 
Head Children’s Librarian for 
the city. In that role, Giovan-
na touched many families and 
made a significant impact in 
the lives of many young people. 
 In addition to her role 
on the Life Tools Foundation 
Board, Giovanna has also been 
involved in many other com-
munity organizations includ-
ing the Kaukauna School Dis-
trict Board of Education, the 
Kaukauna Alumni Association 
Board, the Kaukauna Commu-
nity Health Associates, and the 
St. Paul Elder Services Com-
munity Outreach Committee. 
In addition to her passion for 
youth education, Giovanna 
brings with her a broad net-
work of community members 
and educational professionals. 
Giovanna resides in Kaukauna 
with her husband John.
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THE GOAL IS TO PROVIDE 50+ HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS WITH THE ACADEMIC AND 
LIFE SKILLS THEY NEED TO PURSUE THEIR 

POST-SECONDARY DREAMS.

FALL 2019
Our mission is to provide exceptional 
one-on-one tutoring for students from 

economically disadvantaged families, to 
allow them to maximize their learning 

potential and to confidently pursue their 
educational and personal goals.
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WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO – 
 MADELINE’S STORY

In addition to collaboration efforts 
that assist large groups of students, the 
Life Tools Foundation also provides aca-
demic and life skills tutoring to individu-
al students who are in need of assistance. 
One of our students, Madeline, came to 
the Foundation as a third grader with a 
number of learning challenges and a 
dread of school. Her reading and math 
proficiency were two grade levels+ be-
hind, and her mother, Kathryn, was very 
concerned and frustrated. After a year-
and-a-half working with Shannon, a Life 
Tools Foundation tutor, Madeline con-
tinues to make impressive progress and 
now looks forward to learning. Kathryn  

recently shared with us, “Maddie has 
made significant strides in both math and 
reading, but most notably reading. I can 
actively see her using tools that Shannon 
has taught her to press through unfamil-
iar words in books rather than skipping 
them or making something up. We have 
been reading a chapter book together 
which has some challenging words. While 

Maddie cannot read it all by herself, the 
fact that she is willing to try and can read 
about 2/3 of the words with some assis-
tance is flat out amazing. Two years ago, 
she was barely reading anything. This is 
really a testament to Shannon’s ability to 
teach in a way Maddie can understand. 

As far as math goes, Shannon has 
taught Maddie how to read and under-
stand time as well as helped her practice 
basic math facts. This was an enormous 
help as now when we do math, I have 
some firm ground on which to build 
upon.” A special ‘Thank you’ to the  
Valley Kid’s Foundation for providing the 
scholarship that made this transforma-
tion possible.

“THIS IS REALLY A TESTAMENT TO  
SHANNON’S ABILITY TO TEACH IN  

A WAY MADDIE CAN UNDERSTAND”

MADELINE, A LIFE TOOLS FOUNDATION STUDENT, 
WRITING A SHORT STORY AND READING TO HER 

YOUNGER BROTHER

Teaching a young person to 
read opens their minds to 
unknown worlds and endless 
opportunities for learning. 
Reading well also boosts the 
confidence of little people to 
take on life’s next challenge. 
Our tutors have provided 
over 2,600 reading sessions 
with Kindergarten – Grade 3 
students last school year and 
we have impressive results 
to share. For the Appleton 
and Little Chute students 
that participated in the Page 

Turners Literacy program, 
48% reached grade-level 
proficiency and 98% im-
proved their reading skills. 
Thank you to the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of the Fox Valley 
and the Appleton and Little 
Chute School Districts for 
partnering with us to make 
this success possible!
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WALLACE FAMILY FOUNDATION DOES IT AGAIN
 Last year’s tremendously generous 
grant from the Wallace Family Foun-
dation allowed the Life Tools Founda-
tion to realize our dream of long-term 
sustainability by making it possible  
for us to add a part-time General  
Manager position. This has provided 
the Foundation with much-needed 
consistency and organization as we 
reach more and more students every 
year. That level of generosity could only 
have been outdone by – you guessed it 
– the Wallace Family themselves. 
 Earlier in 2019, as the Life Tools 
Foundation began to develop the 
framework for the Shoulders-to-Stand-

On Program (see previous article), we 
were sure the program goals were solid 
and that there were many high school 

girls that were in need of a hand-up  
in reaching their post-secondary ed-
ucational dreams. We had also devel-
oped strong collaborative partner-
ships with the Neenah School District 
and the Women’s Fund; what we were  
missing was a strong funder who was 

willing to take a leap of faith with us.
 Knowing that the Wallace Fami-
ly shares our mission of empowering 
young people to find their place in 
the world, we shared the objectives 
of the SSO Program, as well as our 
past successes in working with young 
people. The Wallace Family once 
again responded in a very powerful 
way that is making the implementa-
tion (and the expansion!) of the SSO  
Program possible. 
 Thank you, Wallace Family. You 
have and will continue to impact the 
lives of many young people in our 
community.

THAT LEVEL OF GENEROSITY COULD 
ONLY HAVE BEEN OUTDONE BY THE 

WALLACE FAMILY THEMSELVES.


